Tradition VI
Short form: 'An AA group ought never endorse, finance, or lend the AA name to any related facility or outside enterprise, lest problems of money, property, and prestige divert us from our primary purpose.'
Long form: 'Problems of money, property, and authority may easily divert us from our primary spiritual aim. We think, therefore, that any considerable property of genuine use to AA should be separately incorporated and managed, thus dividing the material from the spiritual. An AA group, as such, should never go into business. Secondary aids to AA, such as clubs or hospitals which require much property or administration, ought to be incorporated and so set apart that, if necessary, they can be freely discarded by the groups. Hence such facilities ought not to use the AA name. Their management should be the sole responsibility of those people who financially support them. For clubs, AA managers are usually preferred. But hospitals, as well as other places of recuperation, ought to be well outside AA—and medically supervised. While an AA group may cooperate with anyone, such cooperation ought never go so far as affiliation or endorsement, actual or implied. An AA group can bind itself to no one.'
Make a list of areas of your life, e.g.

Home

Work

AA

Friends

Other

Ask, with each of these areas (where relevant):

· Do I lend my name / attach my identity to anything outside me—job, social or economic status, appearance, abilities, etc.?
· Am I pursuing money, property, prestige, etc., in distraction from my primary purpose? (Clue: do I think about these matters more than necessary for the conduct of my activities?)
· Am I suffering the associated problems—worry, depression, low self-esteem?
· Do I treat my profession, business, or occupation—or any other activities—as separate endeavours that may succeed or fail without affecting my self-esteem?

· When my profession, business, or occupation—or any other activity or relationship—ceases to be an effective channel for service, do I freely discard it?
· Am I bound to anything or anyone? (Clue: what am I scared of losing?)

· Is my response to emotional disturbance a return to primary purpose?

· Do I use therapy, religion, philosophy etc. as a substitute for the programme?

· Do I pursue my primary purpose for its own sake ('for fun or for free') or is this a means to an end (money, property, prestige)?

· Do I take anything personally, other than God's love for me as His kid?

With each question, ask: (1) What is going on? (2) Where am I at fault? (3) What is my corrective measure?

Tradition VI ideas:

'The more AA sticks to its primary purpose, the greater will be its helpful influence everywhere.' (AA Comes of AA, 109:5)
'Reinforced by what grace I could secure in prayer, I found I had to exert every ounce of will and action to cut off these faulty emotional dependencies upon people, upon AA, indeed, upon any set of circumstances whatsoever. Only then could I be free to love as Francis had.' (LOTH, 237:7)
