Tradition X

Short form: 'Alcoholics Anonymous has no opinion on outside issues; hence the AA name ought never be drawn into public controversy.'
Long form: 'No AA group or member should ever, in such a way as to implicate AA, express any opinion on outside controversial issues—particularly those of politics, alcohol reform, or sectarian religion. The Alcoholics Anonymous groups oppose no one. Concerning such matters they can express no views whatever.
Make a list of areas of your life, e.g.

Home

Work

AA

Friends

Other
Ask, with each of these areas (where relevant):

· Do I take anyone's inventory but my own?

· Do I gossip?

· Do I listen to gossip?

· Do I act as a peacemaker?

If the 'inside issue' is my relationship with God and God's will for me in the world:
· When tempted to intervene or interfere, do I ask God, 'outside issue or inside issue?'?

· Do I have the courage to take decisive action in the world?

· Does the outside issue of others' opinions stop me from doing God's will?

· Do I hide behind Tradition Ten to avoid taking difficult stands?

· In relationships with others, do I try to effect change by criticising or by making polite requests?

· Do I court controversy just to stand out?

Tradition X ideas and quotations

'An outside issue is anything outside of my relationship with God through sobriety.'
'If I am not taking my own inventory, I automatically begin to blame the world for keeping happiness from me.'
'Resentment and guilt come from the same place: judgement.'
'I know that two people can disagree and both be right in different ways.'
'I am God's voice, hands, and feet in the world. I avoid taking stands on outside issues in a controversial manner but take tough stands on matters of justice as God directs me with the love of a peacemaker.'
'Do not be afraid or dismayed at their large army, for the battle is not yours but God's' (2 Chronicles 20:15) 'My assignment in difficult situations is just to show up, pray, and let God take care of the conflict.'
